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An Open Letter to the Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP
Dear Mr Sharma: I am writing to wish you success in your role as Chair
of COP26, the UN’s climate change conference which gets underway in
Glasgow on 1 November.
Between now and then, I hope you will be able positively to take forward
the Prime Minister’s recently announced initiative to persuade G7
countries to keep the promise they made more than a decade ago at the
Copenhagen Summit to make $100bn in private and public finance
available per year to developing countries to help them transform
successfully to low-carbon technologies.
At COP26, I look forward to you offering a decisive steer in encouraging
participating nations to commit in a coordinated fashion to the
achievement of global-wide zero fossil fuel emissions by 2050.
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As you know, carbon dioxide emissions will rise again this and next year,
reaching in 2023 their highest level in human history. Such an increase
will put the goals of the Paris Climate Agreement of 2015 all but out of
reach. As the recently published Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change report warns, emissions must halve this decade if the world is to
limit temperature rises to 1.5 degrees, beyond which the effects of climate
breakdown will ravage swathes of the globe.
The removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere will take heroic
effort, unprecedented co-operation, and visionary commitment. In
particular, it will require profound changes in society, notably to our
economies, and in our way of doing things generally, addressing
agricultural production and diet, manufacturing, construction and
transportation, and environmental protection.

have inspired her to
hope that our planet
can be saved from

I look forward then to seeing you play a full part in effecting this process,
encouraging wholeheartedly the government of which you are a member
to follow your lead. The fear of a far worse world should be more than
enough to spur you all on.

climate change
disaster.

Good luck!
Yours faithfully

DAVID HALPIN

This is one of the very
few books about the
climate change
emergency that
doesn’t sugarcoat the
horror of what could
become a ghastly
reality if we don’t
speedily change
course.

Above, you’re looking at the front cover of the IPCC’s climate change report,
which was published a couple of months ago, and which is mentioned in the
‘open letter’ addressed to Alok Sharma MP on the other side of this newsletter.
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Eight years in the making, authored by the world’s leading climate scientists and
approved by 195 national governments, the report confirms the meaning of the
evidence before our eyes: the cumulative impact of human activity since the
Industrial Revolution is “unequivocally” causing rapid and potentially
catastrophic changes to the climate.
The future that environmental scientists foresaw with alarm, when the IPCC
produced its first report 30 years ago, has then arrived, in the form of wildfires
in California, Greece and Turkey, devastating flash flooding in Germany, China
and England, and unprecedented heatwaves in Canada, Australia and Siberia.
The science is irrefutable, which means huge step-changes in national and intergovernmental policy are required.
Humanity has only a decade left to prevent average temperatures rising by more
than 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels – the point at which the risk of
irreversible and catastrophic climate change significantly increases. The good
news is that if we commit to getting to and reaching net zero carbon dioxide
emissions by 2050 then further warming is likely to stop; indeed, some scientists
think it might even start slowly to go into reverse. We must then act now. And
governments, not individual citizens, must do most of the heavy lifting.

